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Fuel Price Trends
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 (September 2026 data review)

Fuel costs increased sharply in October, adding further pressure to 

growers’ operating margins. Petrol 93 and 95 increased by 12% and 

12.8% respectively. Diesel prices recorded substantial MoM increase of 

10.1% 500ppm and 11.3% 50ppm. 

Sugar prices strengthened during the month, with the average Sugar No. 

11 price showing an 8.6% increase. The annual average also increased 

by 15.5%. The improvement in sugar prices provides some support to 

grower revenue prospects, although higher input and operating costs 

continue to weigh on margins. 

Market Pulse: South African sugarcane growers face a mixed market environment.

(Rand averaged R16.21 in September 2026, strengthening by 
7.1% year on year) 
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(The repo and prime rate rose by 25 basis points placing pressure on 
growers through higher interest payments and financing costs)
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September brought some relief on fertilizer prices, with LAN 28, 

urea and KCL falling by 18.4%, 17.4% and 23.9% respectively. 

However, MAP increased by 11.6%. Despite the monthly 

declines, and recorded yearly declines of UREA (46) 7.7% and 

KCL 2.1%; the price of LAN (28) and MAP remain more 

expensive than a year ago at 6.1% and 7.2%, keeping fertilizer 

costs above 2025 levels.

 

Short-term price relief continues, but global volatility, current  

increment in repo and prime rate, and geopolitical risks 

continue to keep input costs under pressure.

Rainfall Trends

A l ikely  El  N iño  from  the start  of the 2026/27  summer  

season  further  increases  production  risk,  re inforc ing the 

need for  conservative ratoon,  irrigation  and yield 

management  dec isions.

Rainfall Trends

Rainfall Trends

Rainfall Trends

Rainfall Trends

Rainfall Trends

Terms and Conditions of Use
SA Canegrowers Association, Registration Number 1928/001125/08, Trademark and 
Copyright Protection Notice: The name “SA Canegrowers” and the logo associated with 
the name is the registered trademark of South African Canegrowers Association, 
Registration Number 1928/001125/08 (“Trademark”). The use of the Trademark, for any 
purposes  whatsoever, must be with the prior written consent of SA Canegrowers. All 
data, information, reports, assessments, prices and indices and other related 
information, graphs, tables and images (collectively and individually “Data”) created, 
prepared, published or disseminated by SA Canegrowers, its subsidiaries or affiliates, 
which contain confidential information and proprietary trade secrets, is the property 
and copyright of SA Canegrowers, and includes independent and verifiable data 
collected from actual market participants. 

No Data shall be used, published, reproduced, extracted, distributed, transmitted, sold,
and/or any derivative work created from the Data and/or access provided to the Data, 
by or to any person, whether for commercial or personal use, without the prior written 
consent of SA Canegrowers.
 
SA Canegrowers, its subsidiaries and affiliates (i) disclaim any and all warranties, 
express or implied, including but not limited to the warranties of merchantability or 
fitness for a particular purpose or use as to the Data, or the results obtained by its use 
or as to the performance thereof. 

Any user of the Data should not rely on any information and/or assessment contained 
therein in making any investment, trading, risk management or other decision; (ii) do 
not guarantee the adequacy, accuracy, timeliness and/or completeness of the Data or 
any component thereof or any communications (whether written, oral, electronic or in 
other format), and shall not be subject to any damages or liability, including but not 
limited to any indirect, special, incidental, punitive or consequential damages (including 
but not limited to, loss of profits, trading losses and loss of goodwill).




